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Joy to the world the Lord is come!

ENCOUNTERING CHRIST aNd OUTREaCH TO THE WORld
“...how are they to believe 
in Him of whom they have 
never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they  
to preach unless they are sent?

“As it is written, ‘How 
beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach the good news!”

Romans 10:14-15 states Paul’s 
sequence of events to reach the 

people of the world with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ: believers trained and 
sent out to preach the Good News of 
the Baby we celebrate at Christmas! 
How beautiful to encounter Christ! 
And how beautiful to carry His 
message to the world! 

This is precisely the strategy 
of the Encountering Christ (EC) 
Conferences. Based on the model 
that Jesus, Himself, created of 
entrusting the message to a small 

group of disciples and sending them 
out to train more disciples, BMI is 
training key Christian leaders with 
a Christ-centered theology. This 
“training and reproduction” allows 
each national to reach his own people 
with exponential growth. Twenty 
to twenty-five of the top pastors 
and Christian leaders of a country 
(and surrounding countries) are 
hand selected and invited by our 
National Leader. The message of 
the Encountering Christ Conference 
is to convey how Jesus is present in 
every book of the 

Bible and how He is the centerpiece, 
a theology many have never heard 
before. Many of the leaders are 
already utilizing the material in their 
churches and seminaries. 

This year three EC Conferences 
were conducted by Jonathan in 
Nepal, Thailand (for Vietnamese and 
Cambodian pastors), and Ukraine. 
And more EC Conferences were held 
by our National Leaders in Russia, 
Georgia, Armenia, and India (a more 
detailed report is given on the next 
page and on our website). 

One pastor gave the following 
feedback: “We have visited many 
conferences … but this conference 
will impact our future ministry. You 
didn’t want to just … show some 
reports about this conference in 
America. Your task was to influence, 
and help us pass this on to others.” 

Faith Burnham

Please visit our present website, burnhamministries.com for additional information. Our website is being 
updated and will be expanded by February 2014 to offer many additional features.  

Please visit now and in the future.

Encountering Christ materials (top) and conferences in Vietnam (above left) and Ukraine (above right)
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Thank you for your prayers and gifts that enable us to support our Ministry Centers,  
develop training resources and continue our preaching and teaching ministry.

My heart overflows with joy at this Christmas season 
as the Lord has renewed my strength and opened 

doors of opportunity for BMI. It was also a special 

privilege this summer for Sue and me to minister and 
have fellowship with friends in Akron.

David Burnham

In April, 2013, Jonathan 
traveled to Kathmandu, Nepal, 

to teach the second portion 
of the EC material. Twenty of 
Nepal and India’s top Christian 
leaders were able to attend, most 
returning from last year. Their wives 
were able to join them for the last 
two days, and Sonam’s wife, Rita, 

taught them selections from Living 
With Your Emotions and a Bible study 
from the book of Ruth. 

The BMI National Leader, 
Sonam Kabo, taught the EC material at the Nepal 

Baptist Theological Seminary and Joel Bible Training 
Center in Nepal. He and Rita also traveled to the far 
western and mid-eastern parts of Nepal to train hundreds 
of young people and women.

In October 2013, last year’s group of pastors, joined 
this year by their wives, returned to Kharkov for the 

second part of the EC Conference. They came from 
Ukraine, Russia, Armenia, Georgia, Belarus and China. 

Jonathan taught the New Testament portion of the EC 
material and a special seminar on Christian marriage. 
Faith Burnham conducted separate training sessions 

with the ladies, introducing the BMI materials for 
women’s ministries and her own material, “Home 
Invasion,” dealing with internet security and family 

life. Each participant received a Russian copy of 
Jonathan’s Encountering Christ book and Sue 
Burnham’s book, Living With Your Emotions.

This two-year conference provided a 
strategic platform to advance 

the ministry of BMI to the 
countries of the former 
Soviet Union. Interacting 

with the pastors allowed 
us to investigate 

strategic training 
opportunities 

in their regions 
and to package the 
existing training 
materials into a new 
discipleship program. 
Our plans are to take this 
program and to initiate special 
disciple ship movements in 
Russia, Belarus, Armenia 
and Georgia through the 
partnership with the Baptist Union. 
We will also use this program to train Chinese 
Christian leaders in Ukraine. The conference and its 
unique content has also opened doors of opportunity 
into the Central Asian countries where Christian leaders 
and churches live under persecution and are in need of 
practical ministry training. We cannot even mention these 
countries due to the Christian persecution there. 

The BMI National Leader, Dr. Vitaly Sorokun, also 
conducted BMI training conferences in Georgia and 
Armenia and traveled to Kenya and Uganda to evaluate 
potential partnerships in those countries. 

At the completion of the EC 
Conference in Nepal, Jonathan 

traveled to Thailand to hold another 
EC Conference for pastors from 
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. BMI 
is privileged to work with Dr. Minh 
Dang and Joshua of Spiritual Light 

Ministries. They assembled some of 
the top leaders of those countries for 
their first EC conference, which was 
held in Thailand for safety reasons. 
The pastors were so thrilled with the 
teaching that they did not want to wait 
a year for the New Testament portion! 

Jonathan will travel there again this 
spring for the second conference
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Please visit our website to read the reports from Nepal, Ukraine and Vietnam: www.burnhamministries.com
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